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It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this AGM and hope you enjoy a review of the year and 

future prospects.  I am sure you will agree we have had a successful year, as will be heard in later 

reports.   Your committee has worked tirelessly to ensure the Guild’s programme remains attractive 

while fulfilling our aims:  

To foster a sense of beauty of material, texture, colour and design; 

To encourage and maintain integrity and excellence of craftsmanship; 

To provide opportunities for the interchange of information for enlarging knowledge by study 

courses and lectures; and 

To co-operate with other Guilds having like aims. 

I would like to extend my very grateful thanks to the committee and other members who make valuable 

contributions to the life of the Highland Guild.  Ann, as secretary, deserves a special mention for her 

loyalty to the Guild and for keeping me informed as to Association and local business.  Mary has been 

busy updating the membership list, due to new members each month!  Susanne and Stephanie carry out 

their roles independently and are to be credited with a) keeping our finances in order and b) raising the 

profile of the Highland Guild. Much work goes on behind the scenes and we endeavour to ensure the 

smooth running of workshops and open days.  To this end, Inga is settling into her role as workshop 

coordinator.  She is also updating the risk assessments and guidance for workshop tutors. We’ll never 

please everyone but weaving, spinning and dyeing are catered for in at least one workshop, while the 

increasingly successful Open Days have led to our regular use of the larger, Kinellan Room.   

This AGM is a chance for you to shape the Guild, through suggestions, endorsement or by joining the 

committee.  All are welcome, expenses can be claimed and no experience is necessary. 

We have a wealth of skills and knowledge within our Guild and we have made use of this in the 

workshop programme.  To widen our scope, you may know of external tutors who would be popular and 

prepared to travel to the Highlands.  If so, please give Inga the details. 

Here is a quick reminder of the 2018-2019 workshop programme: 

November’s Open Day was so popular a move to the gym hall was necessary.  It gave space for the Guild 

equipment to be displayed and rationalised.   

The ever-popular Corners Workshop in December was followed, in January and February, by Open Days 

with a talk from Christina Chisholm and the results of the September fibre challenge, for which everyone 

is to be thanked for their enthusiasm and creativity.  In March, members played with colour and were 

tutored by Stephanie.  By popular demand, Ann Artis returned to help us make ‘Daft Batts’, while in 

May, Louise Martin focused on 3-D weaving alongside an Open Day.  Informal meetings often happen 



during the summer months but it was necessary to cancel the planned June workshop.  However, 

members were not idle and attended a variety of summer shows and outside events, in order to 

demonstrate our skills.  It is gratifying to hear appreciation of our input. 

The new season started extremely well, with a packed house and the distribution of fibres for the 

challenge.  We were all given identical packs so it will be interesting to see where our imagination and 

skill takes us.  Mary and Denise are to be thanked for organising this year’s challenge. 

Earlier in the year, I represented the Highland Guild at the Association AGM in London.  As well as an 

opportunity to network with like-minded people, it gives an insight into the workings of our ‘umbrella 

organisation’.  Jennie Parry, the new President, is keen to involve young people and has set out to 

engage with colleges and other places connected to textile education.  She urges all of us to do the 

same.  I will write more about the AGM and the Association in the magazine, to be produced by Ruth 

Black later this year.  You are also invited to contribute to this publication.  

 Jane Kitchener  

Chair 
Highland Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 
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